
  

March   9,   2021   Meeting   Minutes   
1. Principal’s   Repor t   -   It’s   vaccine   week   and   the   1   year   anniversary   of   COVID.   It   will   be   an   

interesting   3   days   with   teachers,   subs,   bus   drivers,   and   all   d303   employees   are   getting   

their   vaccines.   The   school   will   call   at   5:30   AM   if   school   will   be   canceled,   but   Munhall   has   

plans   in   place   to   try   to   cover   classes   if   staff   are   out.   Communication   went   out   yesterday   

about   spring   testing   in   grades   3-5.   The   assessments   are   IAR   and   Illinois   Science   

Assessment.   Report   cards   go   live   tomorrow   at   8   AM   on   HAC.   Virtual   book   fair   starts   

tomorrow   and   has   been   communicated   in   e-news.   There   is   a   calendar   change   -   

originally   March   25th   was   going   to   be   a   half   day,   but   that   has   been   taken   away   and   will   

be   a   full   day   of   learning.   If   you   would   like   a   conference   with   your   child’s   teacher   then   you   

just   need   to   send   them   an   email   to   schedule   a   meeting.   March   26th   (the   day   before   

spring   break)   will   be   an   institute   day.   The   meetings   will   be   about   integrating   social   

studies   with   language   arts   in   the   morning   and   then   the   afternoon   will   be   looking   at   PLC,   

iReady,   and   vertical   articulations   in   math   and   reading   between   different   grade   levels.   

Thank   you   for   Smitty’s   for   the   staff   at   the   last   institute   day   -   the   staff   loved   it!     

2. President’s   Report -   No   report   

3. Treasurer’s   Report    Expenses   -   4   teacher   allotments   for   about   $500   and   one   grant   to   

Mrs.   Sitta   for   $400   and   monthly   admin   fees   of   $35.   Remote   teacher   appreciation   gift   

cards   were   sent   out   for   the   institute   day   for   $40.   Income   -   $400   between   2   fundraisers   

and   had   a   small   amount   of   money   come   in   from   amazon   smile   and   dues.     

4. Approval   of   Minutes    -    Stefanie   moved   to   approve   minutes   and   Lindsay   seconded   

5. Committee   Reports     

a. Munrun    -   Sarah   Barthel   -   She   met   with   Mr.   Duncan   today   and   the   theme   for   the   

year   will   be   Personal   Best   -   40   yard   run,   maybe   shot   put,   long   jump,   and   the   

back   stop   run   (running   from   one   back   stop   of   the   baseball   field   to   the   other).   He   

has   already   put   together   a   schedule.   The   in   school   students   will   use   one   of   their   

gym   periods   will   be   extended   to   an   hour   to   do   the   MunRun.   Kindergarteners   will   

have   a   30   minute   time   instead,   since   they   normally   don’t   have   PE.   Mr.   Duncan   
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wants   the   reward   to   be   finishing,   not   extrinsic   rewards.   Each   kid   could   get   a   live   

strong   type   bracelet   that   has   the   Munhall   logo   and   a   Mustang.   She   can   get   550   

for   about   $350.   The   overall   goal   will   be   $4000.   Mr.   Buxton   has   volunteered   to   

camp   on   top   of   Munhall   if   we   reach   the   school   goal.   There   will   also   be   horseshoe   

rewards   for   grade   level   winners.   Next   Friday   will   be   info   for   the   bulletin.   The   

Monday   after   spring   break   Mr.   Duncan   will   show   a   video   about   MunRun,   what   

they   are   raising   money   for,   and   get   the   kids   excited.   Sarah   will   contact   the   

remote   PE   teacher   about   getting   remote   kids   involved   as   well.   Mr.   Buxton   talked   

about   the   idea   of   getting   a   sensory   path   with   the   money   raised   from   MunRun.   He   

has   spoken   to   some   principals   who   have   them   to   get   feedback.   Because   of   

cleaning   feedback   he   has   looked   into   mobile   ones   (on   a   carpet   that   gets   rolled   

out).   They   can   be   cleaned   and   rolled   up   when   not   in   use.   They   are   also   cheaper   

and   we   could   potentially   purchase   one   per   grade   level.   It   could   really   help   the   

kids   get   ready   for   learning   and   would   benefit   from.   His   other   idea   is   putting   

resources   towards   updated,   modern   classroom   libraries   that   go   along   with   the   

Lucy   Calkins   -   buying   the   mentor   texts   that   go   along   with   units   of   study.   Sarah   is   

suggesting   the   sensory   walk   be   the   primary,   and   then   if   we   get   a   higher   goal   we   

can   do   the   mentor   texts   as   well.   Students   will   have   individual   pages   for   

fundraising.   $20   a   family   would   probably   be   a   reasonable   goal.     

b. One   Book   One   Munhall    -   Sarah   Barthel   -   It   ended   last   week   and   she   is   unsure   

how   many   people   read   it   since   it   was   remote.   The   Sunday   read   a   louds   didn’t   

have   a   ton   of   attendance.   There   is   talk   about   not   buying   a   copy   of   the   book   for   

each   kid,   but   just   one   for   each   kid   who   wants   one.     

c. 5th   grade   Committee    -   Stefanie   Jahnke   and   Roberta   Lee   -   They   have   been   

progressing   on   some   of   the   ideas   discussed.   One   idea   is   to   give   the   5th   graders   

drawstring   bags   that   say   Wredling   (or   Thompson)   as   a   gift.   They   are   about   $7   

each.   They   also   want   to   do   yard   signs,   which   are   about   $7   a   child   as   well.   They   

would   like   to   request   a   $2,000   budget   to   pay   for   these   2   things.   Other   ideas   are   

having   a   picnic   the   last   day   with   individually   wrapped   pizzas.   Another   idea   is   an   

end   of   the   year   photo   show   (no   cost)   to   be   shared   with   all   of   the   5th   graders   and   

also   maybe   having   all   of   the   5th   graders   participate   in   some   kind   of   dance   thing   

that   they   would   teach   in   person   and   remote   and   create   video   to   use   for   lip   sync   

and   the   end   of   the   year   video.   They   reached   out   to   Mrs.   Hammonds   to   help   and   



  

she   is   willing   to   do   it!   Instead   of   a   clap   out   they   were   thinking   the   parents   could   

wait   outside   on   the   last   day   and   the   parents   at   least   clap   for   the   5th   graders.   

They   also   thought   about   doing   a   5th   grade   gift   (from   the   students).   They   would   

potentially   collect   money,   gift   cards,   or   canned   goods   to   give   as   a   donation   on   

behalf   of   all   of   the   5th   graders   -   like   a   class   service   project   for   a   local   charity.   

They   just   want   to   make   sure   that   the   5th   graders   feel   special.   Mr.   Buxton   shared   

that   the   district   is   actually   saying   that   they   want   to   limit   yard   signs   to   be   only   for   

seniors   -   not   5th   or   8th   graders.   He   will   get   clarity   on   if   they   just   won’t   pay   for   

them   or   they   don’t   want   us   to   do   them   at   all.   They   will   move   forward   with   the   

drawstring   bags   and   wait   until   we   find   out   for   sure   about   the   signs   before   voting   

on   the   $2,000   budget.     

d. Yearbook    -   Stefanie   Jahnke   -   Deadline   to   order   is   April   8th,   which   is   also   the   last   

date   to   customize.   That   deadline   is   for   them   to   deliver   it   to   Munhall   for   free,   you   

can   really   order   any   time.     

e. DPTO   meeting    -   Stephanie   William   

f. Staff   Appreciation    -   Thea   Jankowski   and   Liz   Foulkes   -   We   did   Smitty’s   for   in   

person   staff   and   $10   panera   gift   cards   for   remote   teachers.   They   all   loved   it!   

g. Spring   Art   Fundraiser    -   Megan   Neitzel   -   The   date   will   need   to   change   from   April   

9th   to   April   16th.   It   will   be   painting   either   a   plate   or   a   mug.   Parents   will   need   to   

drop   off   the   painted   piece   to   be   fired   at   All   Things   Art   Studios   afterwards.     

h. Lip   sync    -   Jaime   Sjogren   -   She   said   that   she   will   have   info   out   in   about   a   week   

with   the   aim   of   a   finished   product   mid-May.     

6. Old   Business   

a. Virtual   PTO   events   

7. New   Business   

a. PTO   Board   Elections   April   -   New   elections   will   be   next   month!     

  

  


